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nearly agree ? Why do the moons and tho
satellites of Jupiter and Saturn conform so
nearly to the same double law ? How shall wo
account for the outlying cometary matter and
meteoric currents more loosely connected with
our system, for the revolutions of tho double
stars, and the aggregation of nebula?, some of
which offer signs of some process of gradual
condensation? Science, ia the presence of
these great facts, obeys its own lawful instinct,
when it _seeks to resolve motions, however
regular and const-ant, into results of tho pre-
vious action of force; and thus goes farther
and farther back in search of an origin, when,
this transformation of motions into attractive)
or repulsive force, their known and adequate
cause, may be complete.

But the very same law of scientific thought
forbids any attempt to go back still farther,
when in the upward progress a state of rest
has once been attained. It could then result
only in exchanging the simple for tho complex:
once more, and would replace by reversed mo-
tions, and an imaginary infinite past, like a dim
reflected image, the successive changes of tho
real unlimited future. Here, then, when once
in our ascent we have reached a state of forces
only without motions, and of primitive rest,